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As theMarianist NGO representative at the United Nations, | had decided that | wanted to attend this
year’s World Social Forum to experience firsthand what has become a significant grassroots event and
process toward a more just global society. The World Social Forum began in Porto Alegre, Brazil in
2001. According to itsvebsite,

“The World Social Forum is an open meeting pladeere social movements, networks, NGOs and
other civil society organizations opposed to-tiberalism and a world dominated by capital or by any
form of imperialism come together to pursue their thinking, to debate ideas democratically, for
formulate preposals, share their experiences freely and network for effective action. Since the first
world encounter in 2001, it has taken the form of a permanent world process seeking and building
alternatives to netiberal policies. This definition is in it€harter of Principlegshe WSF’s guiding
document:

From the beginning it was seen as an alternative view of théhbezal globalization promoted at the
World Economic Forumvhich occurs each year at the same time in Davos, Switzerland and attended
by mainly the wealthier countries of the Northnfortunately, there was some criticism at the WSF

that too many participants were also from the richer countries.
(http://www.ipsterraviva.net/TV/Nairobi/en/viewstory.asp?idnews3819
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